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Wigmore Hall 







Bartók Festival 





30 May – 12 June 2006
To qualify for a 20% discount on all events within this Festival

Quote ‘Bartók Offer’ when booking on 020 7935 2141

Tuedsay 30 May, 7:30pm

Jonas Kaufmann (tenor) 

Helmut Deutsch (piano)

Schubert: 
Die Bürgschaft D. 246

Bartók 
Four Slovakian Folksongs

Britten 
Seven Sonnets of Michelangelo Op. 22

Strauss 
Schlichte Weisen Op. 21

Strauss
Sehnsucht Op. 32 No. 2

Strauss 
Nachtgang Op. 29 No. 3 Opus 0

Strauss 
Freundliche Vision Op. 48 No. 1

Strauss 
Ich liebe dich Op. 37 No. 2

Strauss 
Vier Lieder Op. 27
Jonas Kaufmann returns to Wigmore in a traditional Lieder recital including some of Bartók’s early German songs included especially for Wigmore’s Bartók Festival.

‘He sings with mesmerising intensity, his voice flexible in range and dynamic’ Observer

Tickets £10 £14 £18 £22

Saturday 3 June, 3:30pm


Study Afternoon: Investigating Bartok
Professor Malcolm Gillies looks back on Bartók and considers how his work reflected his life, political ideas and a strong sense of Hungarian identity, and yet connected with the cutting edge of international practice in composition, performance and ethnomusicology.
Tickets £10 (£6 Students)

Saturday 3 June, 7:30pm

Belcea Quartet

Bartók 
String Quartet No. 1 Op. 7

Bartók 
String Quartet No. 2 Op. 17

Bartók 
String Quartet No. 3
The Belcea Quartet’s final concerts at Wigmore Hall as Resident String Quartet embrace one of the great achievements of 20th-century chamber music: the six string quartets of Béla Bartók. Spread over 12 days, Wigmore’s Bartók Festival contains the composer’s great chamber works, performed by some of the leading interpreters in the world today.
Tickets £12 £14 £18 £22
Sunday 4 June 2006, 11:30am

Emperor String Quartet 

Leon McCawley (piano)

Mozart 
String Quartet in B flat K.458 'Hunt'

Bartók
Piano Quintet
First-prize winner at the 1995 Evian International String Quartet Competition, the Emperor String Quartet combines with pianist Leon McCawley in Bartók’s youthful Piano Quintet, a flamboyant distillation of Strauss and Liszt, composed in the highest Romantic tradition. It is preceded by Mozart’s ‘Hunt’ Quartet, a composer whom the Emperor Quartet has long performed with distinction, having also won the Mozart Prize at the Evian Competition.

Tickets £10 inc. programme & coffee/sherry/juice

Sunday 4 June, 4:00pm


Belcea Quartet Lecture Recital
The years 1934–9 saw Béla Bartók produce masterpieces of chamber, orchestral, vocal and piano music.

His fifth and sixth string quartets frame this ‘golden’ period of his output. Malcolm Gillies, author of The Bartók Companion, and the Belcea Quartet investigate the structure, form and technique of these great works, exploring some of the ideas found in the composer’s sketches and correspondence.
Tickets £10 
Tuesday 6 June, 7:30pm

Leonidas Kavakos (violin)

Dénes Várjon (piano)

Beethoven 
Violin Sonata No. 6 in A Op. 30 No. 1

Busoni
Violin Sonata No. 2 in E minor Op. 36a

Debussy
Violin Sonata in G minor

Bartók
Violin Sonata No. 1 Sz75 Op. 0

Bartók’s first Violin Sonata, composed at a time when he was fusing the sources and ideas of folk music with more Expressionist ideas, is the perfect virtuoso vehicle for Leonidas Kavakos.
‘One of the most consistently captivating of today’s violinists’ Daily Telegraph
Tickets £12 £18 £22 £25
Wednesday 7 June, 2:00pm


Masterclass: Bartók String Quartets
Malcolm Gillies works intensively with student ensembles on Bartók’s quartets, paying particular attention to tempos, motives and idioms.
Tickets £10 (£6 Students)
Friday 9 June, 6:00pm


Pre-concert talk: Bartók the Pianist
How and what did he play? What did he look for in performances of his own works for piano? Malcolm Gillies gives an account of Bartók the pianist and speculates on how we might now approach the performance of his piano music.
Tickets £3 
Friday 9 June, 7:00pm

Pierre-Laurent Aimard (piano)

Tamara Stefanovich (piano)

Colin Currie (percussion)

Sam Walton (percussion)

Bartók
Excerpts from 'Mikrokosmos'

Bartók 
Fourteen Bagatelles Op. 6 (Nos. 8-14)

Bartók
Sonata (1926)
Bartók 
Etúdök (Three Studies) Op. 18 Op. 0

Bartók
Négy siratóének [Four Dirges] Op. 9a

Bartók
Szabadban (Out of Doors Suite) Sz. 89

Bartók
Sonata for two pianos and percussion
Bartók Excerpts from Mikrokosmos for 2 pianos; 14 Bagatelles; Piano Sonata; 3 Studies; 4 Dirges; Suite Out of Doors (Szabadban); Sonata for two pianos & percussion Pierre-Laurent Aimard is renowned for his interpretations of 20thcentury music and is hence the ideal musician to explore Bartók’s piano music as part of our ongoing festival.
There will be two intervals of 20 minutes each: after the Sonata and after Suite Out of Doors
Tickets £10 £14 £18 £20

Saturday 10 June, 7:00pm

Belcea Quartet

Bartók 
String Quartet No. 4

Bartók 
String Quartet No. 5

Bartók
String Quartet No. 6
The Belcea Quartet gives its last concert as Wigmore Hall’s Resident String Quartet, a post it has held for five seasons.
There will be two intervals of 20 minutes each
Tickets £12 £14 £18 £22
Monday 12 June, 1:00pm

Llyr Williams (piano)

Schuman
Toccata in C Op. 7

Bartók
15 Hungarian Peasant Songs

Bartók
Sonatina

Bartók
Allegro Barbaro

Wagner/Liszt
Liebestod from 'Tristan and Isolde'

Kurtág 
Works tbc

In the four years since graduating from the Royal Academy for Music Llyr Williams has been selected as a BBC New Generation Artist, awarded a place with the Young Concert Artists Trust and won a Borletti-Buitoni Trust Award. Evidence enough of his outstanding talent.

‘To describe pianist Llyr Williams as talented seems barely adequate. His gifts are clearly exceptional’ The Guardian
Tickets £10 Senior Citizens £8
�








